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7th and 8th Grade Competitive Drama

Lesson: April 6, 2020

Objective/Learning Target: 

Th 8.1.a   Memorizes lines as needed for a 
performance 



Background/Warm Up

I FORGET!

Did you ever just forget?

A name…  A school assignment…   To feed your fish…

Lets test how good your memory is!

Click on the link below to do a 2 minute memory test 
MEMORY TEST

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZUiJLi7zow


How Did you do?
Did you get all of the items?  

If you did. WAY TO GO.  If not, no worries. 

We always assume that having a good memory will 
guarantee you to memorize scripts well. This is not 
always the case. 

Memorization is key! Every actor has to find their own 
best practice when memorizing.  Over the next few 
days we will be breaking down memorization 
techniques to find what works best for you. 



QUICKWRITE: Get out a seperate piece of 
paper or take notes on a google doc. On your 

notes, list all of the ways you can think of that 
people use to memorize lines.

Quickwrite Expectations
● Keep focused on your work.
● Write for the entire time
● Do not worry about spelling, 

grammar, or punctuation

2 minutes timer

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48z7nQaehWI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xG2aJa6UyY


As we go through, add the memorization techniques not listed in your quick 
write to your notes.

Divide Script By

○ Scene
○ Plot Structure
○ Emotion
○ Objective/Goal
○ Line Count

#1: Chunking
Chunking a script:  Divide the script into smaller sections.  

Activity Directions & Practice



Chunking Your Script

Monologue Credit:  Theatrefollk: Hall Pass / Ten Minute Play Series: Be Challenged by Lindsay Price

Watch the video on chunking a script.

https://youtu.be/qs6b1wmu1wc


Chunk the sample 
script. After 
Chunking the 
script, try it for 
yourself.  See 
what you can 
memorize in 
using the 2 
minute timer.

Practice

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRVJopSUsdc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRVJopSUsdc


Additional Practice
Test out chunking as a memorization technique for the scripts below.

The Goodlife interview

Bitter eulogy

The assignment Feel free to select a new 
script or continue on with 

yesterday's script of 
choice. 

https://www.dramanotebook.com/monologues-teenagers/#The%20GoodLife%20Interview
https://www.dramanotebook.com/monologues-teenagers/#Bitter%20Eulogy
https://www.dramanotebook.com/monologues-teenagers/#The%20Assignment

